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THE ANCIENT TESTIMONY 
Of the Religious Society of Friends, &c. 
(Continued feom page 186.) 
JUSTIFICATION. 


The love of ease naturally leads men to pre- 
fer an assent to the truths of religion, rather 
than submission to the practical operation of 
it on the heart. It is much easier to profess 
faith in what Christ has suffered and done 
for us, than to yield obedience to the daily 
cross, and endure the portion of suffering inse- 
parable from the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
by which the corruptions of the heart are re- 
moved. 

From the rise of the Society, Friends have 
unequivocally declared their faith in the effi- 
cacy of the propitiatory offering which our 
Lord voluntarily made of himself for the sins 
of the whole world. George Fox early testi- 
fied respecting his crucifixion, that “ at that 
time, the sins of all mankind were upon him, 
and their iniquities and transgressions, with 
which he was wounded ; which he was to bear 
and to be an offering for as he was man, but 
died not as he was God ; so in that he died for 
all men, tasting death for every man, he was 
an offering for the sins of the whole world.” 
But while they fully believed that remission 
of sin and reconciliation with God was ob- 
tained only through Christ and his most satis- 
factory offering, they also believed that no 
man was justified while he continued in sin, 
whatever might be his profession of faith. 
These devoted ministers of the gospel, as it 
was opened to them in its primitive purity, 
accordingly preached in life and doctrine, the 
indispensable necessity of holiness, without 
which the Scriptures declare, that no man 
shall see the Lord ; and they placed justifica- 
tion where the apostle places it, in connection 
with being washed and sanctified, but not as 
preceding sanctification. 

When they went forth in their ministry, 
they found the different professors pleading 
for the impracticability of being free from sin 
in this life, while they considered themselves 
justified by faith in the Lord Jesus; alleging 
that our sins were imputed to him, that he 
suffered instead of us the penalty of infinite 


wrath and vengeance due to our sins, and 
thereby fully satisfied Divine justice; and 
they rested in the false hope, that though 
they lived in sin, Christ was their surety, and 
they were saved by his imputed righteousness. 
They argued, that as God has made Christ to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him, 
therefore as our stn is imputed to Chrisi, who 
had no sin, so Christ’s righteousness is impu- 
ted to us, without our being righteous. 
Friends bore a decided testimony against this 
sin-pleasing doctrine, declaring that were the 
sentiment admitted, that God was so recon- 
ciled with men as to esteem them just while 
they were unjust and continuing in sin, he 
would have no controversy with them, which 
would make void the great practical doctrines 
of repentance, conversion and regeneration. 
Though Christ bore our sins, suffered for us, 
and among men was accounted a sinner, yet 
they denied that God ever reputed him a sin- 
ner, or that he died that we should be reputed 
righteous, though no more really so than he 
wasa sinner. ‘They understood the apostle, 
when he speaks of our being made the right- 
eousness of God in Christ, to mean, that we 
are to be made really righteous, and not by 
imputation merely ; for he argues against any 
agreement between righteousness and unright- 
eousness, light and darkness. Our Lord, in 
all his doctgines and precepts, enforces the 
necessity of good works; and although, pro- 
perly speaking, we are not justified for them, 
yet we are justified in them, agreeably to the 
apostle James, “ Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified, and not by faith 
only.” “ For as the body without the spirit is 
dead, even so faith without works is dead also.” 

We apprehend that some may be in danger 
of falling back into the errors against which 
our early Friends testified; and while en- 
deavouring to counteract the spirit of infi- 
delity, which denies the propitiatory efficacy 
of the death of Christ, they may run into the 
contrary extreme of attributing the justifica- 
tion of the ungodly to a professed reliance on 
the atonement and an impyted righteousness, 
without experiencing true repentance, and the 
sanctification of the Spirit. ‘To the repent- 
ing, returning sinner, who of himself has 
nothing on which to rest his hope of forgive- 
ness and acceptance with his offended Maker, 
the mediation, intercession, and propitiation 
of the Redeemer of Jost man, is inexpressibly 
precious. It is through Him alone that the 
door of hope is opened, and all who receive 
into their hearts the gift of grace which comes 
by Him, and yield to its convicting power, by 
which alone they can be brought to see their 
sinful state, and to repent as in dust and ashes, 
will, in the Lord’s time, through faith and 





submission to him, know the blood of Christ to 
cleanse them from all sin, and from the guilt 
of sin. 

Robert Barclay lays down the doctrine of 
Justification in these terms: “As many as 
resist not the light of Christ, but receive the 
same, it becomes in them a holy, pure and 
spiritual birth, bringing forth holiness, right- 
eousness, purity. and all those other blessed 
fruits which are acceptable to God ; by which 
holy birth, to wit, Jesus Christ formed within 
us, and working his works in us, as we are 
sanctified so are we justified in the sight of 
God, according to the apostle’s words; ‘ But 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God.’ Therefore it 
is not by our works wrought in our will, nor 
yet by good works considered as of them- 
selves, but by Christ, who is both the gift and 
the giver, and the cause producing the effects 
in us, who, as he hath reconciled us while we 
were enemies, doth also in his wisdom save 
and justify us after this manner, as saith the 
same apostle elsewhere; ‘ Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; that, being 
justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs, according to the hope of eternal life. 
This is a faithful saying; and these things I 
will that thou affirm constantly; that they 
which have believed in God might be careful 
to maintain good works.’ ” 

“We renounce all natural power and abi- 
lity in ourselves, to bring us out of our lost and 
fallen condition and first nature; and confess 
that as of ourselves we are able to do nothing 
that is good; so neither can we procure re- 
mission of sins or justification by any act of 
our own, so as to merit it or draw it asa debt 
from God due unto us; but we acknowledge 
all to be of and from his love, which is the 
original and fundamental cause of our ac- 
ceptance. 

‘*God manifested this love towards us, in 
the sending of his beloved Son, the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, into the world, who gave himself 
an offering for us and a sacrifice to God, for a 
sweet smelling savour; and having made 
peace through the blood of the cross, that he 
might reconcile us unto himself, and by the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot 
unto God; suffered for our sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us unto God. 

“ For as much then as all men who have 
come to man’s estate (the man Jesus only ex- 
cepted) have sinned, therefore all have need 
of this Saviour, to remove the wrath of God 
from them due to their offences. In this 
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respect, he is truly said to have borne the ini- deemed, justified, and made righteous, and to | abundantly satisfy any person who is acquaint” 
quities of us all in his body on the tree; and’a sensible union and friendship with God.|ed with the composition of the atmospheres 
therefore is the only Mediator, having quali-' Thus he died for us, that he might redeem us! the influence of respiration upon its fitness to 
fied the wrath of God towards us, so that our from all iniquity ; and thus we ‘ know him and | sustain animal life, and the quantity of air 
former sins stand not in our way, being by|the power of his resurrection, and the fellow- | that enters the lungs at each inspiration, that 
virtue of his most satisfactory sacrifice re- ship of his sufferings, being made conformable|a school room of the preceding dimensions 








moved and pardoned. Neither do we think to his death.’ ” 
that remission of sins is to be expected,! Richard Claridge on the subject of justifi- 
sought or obtained any other way, or by any |cation, says :— 
work or sacrifice whatsoever; though they! “ Ina word, if justification be considered in 
may come to partake of this remission who its full and just latitude, neither Christ’s work 
are ignorant of the history. So then Christ without us in the prepared body, nor his work 
by his death and sufferings hath reconciled us| within us by His Holy Spirit, is to be exclu- 
to God, even while we are enemies; that is, ded, for both have their place and service in 
he offers reconciliation unto us; we are put our complete and absolute justification. By 
ioto a capacity of being reconciled. God is the propitiary sacrifice of Christ without us, 
willing to forgive us our iniquities and to ac-| we truly repenting and believing, are, through 
cept us, as is well expressed by the apostle; the mercy of God, justified from the imputa- 
‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world tions of sins and transgressions that are past, 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses as though they had never been committed : 
unto them, and hath put in us the word of re-| and by the mighty work of Christ within us, 
conciliation.’ And, therefore, in the next the power, nature, and habits of sin are de- 
verses, the apostle entreats them in Christ’s| stroyed; that as sin once reigned unto death, 
stead, to be reconciled to God; intimating|even so now grace reigneth, through right- 
that the wrath of God being removed by the|eousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
obedience of Christ Jesus, he is willing to be|our Lord. All this is effected, not by a bare 
reconciled unto them, and ready to remit the or naked act of faith, separate from obedience, 
sins that are past, if they repent. but in the obedience of faith, Christ being the 
“We consider then our redemption in ajauthor of eternal salvation to none but those 
two-fold respect, both which in their own) that obey him.” 
nature are perfect, though in their application} To those who receive him in his spiritual 
to us, the one is not nor can be, without re-|appearance in the heart, whether they have 
spect to the other. The first is the redemp-| ever heard of his coming in the flesh or not, 
tion performed and accomplished by Christ! he gives power to become the sons of God ; 
for us in his crucified body without us: the ‘and if any, through weakness, or unwatchful- 
other is the redemption wrought by Christ in| ness, fall again into sin, he is their propitia- 
us, which is no less properly called and ac-|tion, and will forgive and blot out their trans- 
counted a redemption than the former. The|gression, if they turn again to Him and 
first is that whereby a man, as he stands in the sincerely repent, As the Lord Jesus is thus 
fall, is put in a capacity of salvation, and hath| revealed in them, couverting, regenerating, 
conveyed unto him a measure of that power, | and renewing the soul by his Holy Spirit, 
virtue, spirit, life and grace that was in Christ|if they persevere in faithfulness, they expe- 
Jesus, which as the free gift of God is able to! rience Him to. be made unto thes of God, wis- 
counterbalafce, overcome, and root out the| dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp- 
evil seed, wherewith we are naturally as in the|tion; they are made one with Him, as the 
fall leavened. branches with the vine ; they put on the Lord 
“Whom God hath set forth to be a propi-| Jesus Christ, and in their respective measures 
tiation through faith in his blood, to declare| are made partakers of the Divine nature, and 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that/of what he bas done for them; so that his 
are past, through the forbearance of God.”| obedience becomes theirs, his righteousness 
Here the apostle holds forth the extent and| theirs, his death and sufferings theirs. Thus 
efficacy of Christ’s death, showing that there- they are renewed up into the image which 
by and by faith therein, remission of sins that Adam lost by transgression, and walking in 
are past is obtained, as being that wherein the} the light, as God is in the light, they have 
forbearance of God is exercised towards man- fellowship one with another, and the blood 
kind. So that though men for the sins they|of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses them from 
daily commit deserve eternal death, and that} al] sin. 
the wrath of God should lay hold upon them, 
yet by virtue of that most satisfactory sacri- 
fice of Christ Jesus, the grace and seed of — 
God moves in love towards them during the 
day of their visitation; yet not so as not to 
strike against the evil, for that must be burned 
up and destroyed, but to redeem man out of 
the evil. 











(To be continued.) 


For ‘* The Friend.” 
VENTILATION 


Of School Rooms and Meeting Houses. 


The following remarks on a subject which 












“By the second we witness this capacity 
brought into act, whereby receiving and not 
resisting the light, spirit, and grace of Christ 
revealed in us, which is the purchase of his 
death, we witness and possess a real, true and 
inward redemption from the power and pre- 
valency of sin, and so come to be really re- 


is emphatically of vital importance, are con- 
tained in the Report of the Superintendent of 
the Common Schools of Jefferson County, 
New York, addressed to the State Superin- 
tendent, and published in his Annual Report 
to the Legislature. 

“A simple arithmetical computation will 





[24 feet by 20 feet, with a ceiling seven feet 
high] does not contain a sufficient quantity of 
air to sustain the healthy respiration of even 
orty-five scholars, three hours, the usual 
length of each session; and frequently the 
school house is imperfectly ventilated between 
the sessions at noon, or, indeed, for several 
days in succession. 

“It is ascertained by analysis, that the air 
we breathe is composed chiefly of the two 
gases orygen and nitrogen united, in the ratio 
of 1 to 4 by volume, with exceedingly small 
and variable quantities of carbonic acid and 
aqueous vapor. No other mixture of these 
or any other gases will sustain healthy respi- 
ration. The chief chemical properties of the 
atmosphere are owing to the presence of ory- 
gen. Nitrogen, which constitutes about 
four-fifths of its volume, has been supposed 
to act as a mere diluent to the orygen. In- 
crease the proportion of oxygen in the atmos- 
phere, and the circulation and respiration be- 
come too rapid, and the system generally 
becomes highly excited ; diminish the propor- 
tion of oxygen, and the circulation and respi- 
ration become too slow, weakness and lassi- 
tude ensue, and a sense of heaviness and un- 
easinesss pervades the entire system. Air 
loses, during each respiration, a portion of its 
orygen and gains an equal quantity of carbo- 
nic acid, which is an active poison. When 
mixed with the atmospheric air in the ratio of 
1 to 4, it extinguishes animal life. It is this 
gas that is produced by burning charcoal in a 
confined portion of common air. Its effect 
upon the system is well known toevery reader 
of our newspapers. © It causes dimness of 
sight, weakness, dulness, a difficulty of breath- 
ing, and ultimately apoplexy and death. 

“ Respiration produces the same effect upon 
the air as the burning of charcoal does. It 
converts its oxygen, which is the ailment of 
animal life, into the carbonic acid, which, let 
it be remembered, is an active poison, Says 
Dr. Turner in his celebrated work on chemis- 
try, ‘An animal cannot live in air which is 
unable to support combustion.’ Says the 
same author again, ‘ An animal cannot live in 
air which contains sufficient carbonic acid for 
extinguishing acandle.’ It will presently be 
seen why these quotations are made. 

Tt is stated in several medical works, that 
the quantity of air that enters the lungs at 
each inspiration of an adult, varies from 32 
to 40 cubic inches. T'o establish more defi- 
nitely some data upon which a calculation 
might safely be based, 1 conducted an experi- 
ment whereby I ascertained the medium, and 
(very nearly) uniform quantity of air that en- 
tered the lungs of myself and four young men, 
was 36 cubic inches, and that respiration is 
repeated once in three seconds, or twenty 
times a minute. _I also ascertained that re- 
spired air will not support combustion, a truth 
that I have never seen stated, and one too, 
that, although several times sought of mem- 
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bers of the medical profession, I have never 
but once heard suggested, and that was since 
the expcriment was conducted. ‘This last 
truth, taken in connexion with the quotations 
just made, establishes another and more im- 
portant truth, viz. that air once respired will 
not further sustain animal life. That part of 
the experiment by which it was ascertained 
that respired air will not support combustion, 
was conducted as follows : 

“ T introduced a lighted taper into an invert- 
ed receiver, which contained seven quarts of 
atmospheric air, and placed the mouth of the 
receiver into a vessel of water. The taper 
burned with its wonted brilliancy about a min- 
ute, and, growing dim gradually, became 
extinct at the expiration of three minutes. 
I thea filled the receiver with water, and, in- 
verting it, placed its mouth beneath the sur- 
face of the same fluid in another vessel. I 
next removed the water from the receiver by 
supplying its place with respired air, exhaled 
through an inverted syphon. I then intro- 
duced the lighted taper into the receiver of 
respired air, by which it was immediately ex- 
tinguished. Several persons present then 
received a quantity of respired air into their 
lungs, whereupon the premonitory symptoms 
of apoplexy, as already given, ensued. The 
experiment was conducted with much care, 
and several times repeated in the presence of 
a respectable member of the medical profes- 
sion, a professor of chemistry, and several 
literary gentlemen, to their entire satisfaction. 

‘Upon the result of this experiment, which 
agrees with the statements quoted from Tur- 
ner’s Chemistry, are based the following cal- 
culation and conclusion: 1. The quantity of 
air breathed by 45 persons in three hours is 
3375 cubic feet. 2. Air once respired will 


not sustain animal life. 3. The school room 
was eStimated to a capactry of 8000 


cubic feet, 15 cubic feet less than is necessary 
to sustain healthy respiration. 4. Were 45 
persons, whose lungs possess the estimated 
capacity, placed in an air-tight room of the 
preceding dimensions, and could they breathe 
pure air till it was once respired, and then enter 
upon its second respiration, they would all die 
with the apoplexy in less than ten minutes 
after the expiration of a three hours’ session. 

“ From the nature of the case these condi- 
tions cannot conveniently be fulfilled; but nu- 
merous instances of fearful approximation 
exist. We have no air-tight houses; but in 
our latitude, comfort requires that rooms 
which are to be occupied by children in the 
winter season, be made very close. The 
dimentions of rooms are frequently narrowed, 
that the warm breath may diminish the amount 
of fuel necessary to preserve a comfortable 
temperature, whereby the expense will be 
diminished. The quantity of air which chil- 
dren breathe is somewhat less than I have 
estimated; but the derangement resulting 
from breathing impure air, in their case, is 
greater than in the case of adults, whose con- 
stitutions are matured, and who are hence less 
susceptible of injury. It is also true in many 
schools that the number in attendance is con- 
siderably greater than I have estimated. 
Moreover, in many instances, a great propor- 
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tion of the larger scholars will respire the esti- 
mated quantity of air. Again, all the air in 
the room is not respired once, before a portion 
of it is breathed the second, or even the third 
or fourth time. The atmosphere is not sud- 
denly changed from purity to impurity, from 
a healthful to an infectious state. Were it so, 
the change being more perceptible, would be 
seen and felt too, and a remedy would be 
sought and applied. But because the change 
is gradual, it is not the less fearful in its con- 
sequences. Ina room occupied by 45 per- 
sons, the first minute, 32,400 cubic inches of 
air impart their vitality to sustain animal life, 
and, mingling with the atmosphere of the room, 
proportionably deteriorate the whole mass. 
Thus are abundantly sown in early life the 
fruitful seeds of disease and premature death. 

“ This detail shows conclusively, sufficient 
cause for that uneasy, listless state of feeling 
which is so prevalent in crowded school 
rooms. It explains why children who are do- 
cile at home aré mischievous in school; and 
why those who are troublesome at home are 
unmanageable at school. It discloses the true 
cause why so many teachers who are pleasant 
and amiable in the ordinary domestic and 
social relations, are sour and fretful in the 
school room. The ever active children who 
cannot study successfully, engage in mischief 
as their only alternative. The irritable 
teacher, who can hardly look with complai- 
sance upon good behaviour, is disposed to 
magnify the most trifling departures from the 
rules of propriety. ‘The scholars are contin- 
ually becoming more ungovernable, and the 
teacher more unfit to goyern them. Thus 
broils are generated which foment till an un- 
happy explosion ensues. Week after week 
the scholars become less and less attached to 
their seaghen,end be; in {nine besansa. Jess 
become dissatisfied,—and what is the result? 
Very few teachers, especially male teachers, 
have the charge of the same school more than 
one season, and not unfrequently they leave 
before their time of service expires. 

“ This detail explains also why so many 
children are unable to attend school at all, or 
become unwell so soon after commencing to 
attend, when their health is sufficient to en- 
gage inother pursuits. The number of schol- 
ars answering the description is greater than 
most persons are aware of. In one district 
in this county, it is acknowledged to be em- 
phatically true in the case of not less than 
twenty-five scholars. Indeed, in that same 
district, more than one hundred scholars an- 
nually suffer sensible inconvenience from 
occupying an old and partially decayed house 
of too narrow dimensions, with very limited 
facilities for ventilation, The evil, although 
known, is suffered to exist, notwithstanding 
the district is worth more than $300,000. 
And what is true of this school is, with a few 
variations, true in the case of several others. 
It also explains why the business of teaching 


has acquired, and justly too, the reputation of 


being unhealthy. 


“ There is, however, no reason why the 
health of either teacher or pupils should 
sooner fail in a well regulated school, taught 



























( ; 
in a house properly constructed and suitably 
warmed and ventilated, than in almost any 
other business. If it were not so, an unan- 
swerable argument might be framed against 
the existence of schools, anc it might clearly 
be shown that it was policy, nay, duty, to 
close at once and forever the eleven thousand 
school houses of New York, and the 80,000 
of the nation, and leave the rising generation 
to ‘ perish for lack of knowledge.’ But our 
condition in this respect is not hopeless. ‘The 
evil in question may be effectually remedied 
by one or both of the following methods: 1. 
By enlarging the house. 2. Which is easier, 
cheaper and more effectual, by frequent and 
thorough ventilation. It would be well, how- 
ever, to unite the two methods. 

“ Before dismissing this subject, I will re- 
fer to a school which I visited during the past 
winter, in which the magnitude of the evil 

junder consideration was clearly developed. 
| Five of the citizens of the district attended 
me in my visit to the school. We arrived at 
the school house about the middle of the after- 
noon. It was a close, new house, 18 by 24 
feet on the ground, two feet less in one direc- 
tion, than the house concerning which this 
calculation is made. There were present 43 
scholars, the teacher, 5 patrons and myself, 
making 50 in all. Immediately after enter- 
ing the school house, one of the trustees re- 
marked to me, ‘I believe our school house is 
too tight to be healthy.’ I made no reply, but 
secretly resolved, that I would sacrifice my 
comfort for the remainder of the afternoon, 
and hazard my health, and my life even, to 
test the accuracy of the opinions | had enter- 
tained on this important subject. I marked 
the uneasiness and dulness of all present, 
especially of the patrons, who had been 
accuatomed..ta breathe a purer atmosphere, 
close of which I was imviced to" UStS @ the 
remarks. I arose to do so, but was unable to 
proceed, till I opened the outer door, and snuf- 
fed, a few times, the purer air without. 
When I had partially recovered my wonted 
vigor, I observed with delight the renovating 
influence of the current of air that entered 
the door, mingling with and gradually displa- 
cing the fluid poison that filled the room and 
was about to do the work of death. It seem- 
ed as though I were standing at the mouth of 
a huge sepulchre in which the dead were be- 
ing restored to life. After a short pause, [ 
proceeded with a few remarks, chiefly, how- 
ever, on the subjects of respiration and venti- 
lation. The trustees, who had just tested their 
accuracy and bearing upon their comfort and 
health, resolved immediately to provide for 
ventilation according to the suggestions about 
to be given. When I next heard from the 
neighborhood, their arrangements were eflect- 
ed. Before leaving the house on that occa- 
sion, | was informed an evening meeting 
had been attended there the preceding week, 
which they were necessitated to dismiss before 
the ordinary exercises were concluded, be- 
cause, as they said, ‘ we all got sick, and the 
candles went almost out.’ Little did they 
realise, probably, that the light of life became 
just as nearly extinct as did the candles. 
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Had they remained there a little longer, both 
would have gone out together, and there 
would have been reacted the memorable tra- 
gedy of the black hole in Calcutta, into which 
were thrust a garrison consisting of 146 per- 
sons, 123 of whom perished miserably in a 
few hours, being suffocated by the confined 
air. 

“The preceding disclosure manifests the 
importance of frequent and thorough ventila- 
tion. In passing through all the towns in this 
county, and visiting the schools in one-half 
of them, I observed, attentively, the facilities 
that were offered for ventilation, and the 
practice of teachers with reference to it.” 





(To be concluded.) 
==, 
For “ The Friend.” 
BE STILL. 


Be still, and know that 1am God. Psalms, xivi. 10. 


The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart ; and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Psalms, xxxiv. 18. 


When piercing thorns are "neath our feet, 
And darkly threat’ning clouds above, 
When narrower, narrower, day by day, 
Our path becomes,—how blessed are they, 
Who, casting fear and doubt away, 
Trust in a gracious Saviour’s love. 
Who, bowing in submission, hear 
The awful words, “ Be still !”—and know 
That thoughts and feelings cherished long, 
And ruling, in dominion strong, 
The erring heart, so prone to wrong, 
Deep shadows on the pathway throw. 
Oh, for the calm, the holy calm, 
That only Faith and Hope impart! 
The faith and hope in Him alone, 
Who sitteth on the eternal throne, 
Who will the “ contrite spirit” own, 
Whose mercy heals the “ broken heart !” 
SUSAN WILSON. 


2 ereccuwun oF ine Jews.—wlt would seem 
that the measure of the sufferings of the Jews 
is not yet full. The autocrat of Russia has 
recently undertaken a project, which, if car- 
ried out, will be painfully oppressive to that 
much-abused class, and add another instance 
to the melancholy record of man’s inhumanity 
to man. The emperor is said to have issued 
an ukase, by which all the Jews in the south- 
ern frontier are ordered to transmigrate to the 
interior of Russia, to places prescribed by 
himself, leaving their homes, and abandoning 
their property. Thirty-three communities of 
these Jews, which contain a population, vary- 
ing from 500 to 6000 souls, have been 
plunged into indescribable desolation and 
misery by this sudden and remorseless act of 
tyranny. No important or well-sustained 
charge has been preferred against them, and 
the whole procedure seems to have reference 
to some future project of ambition and con. 
quest on the part of the Czar. It is not at all 
impossible that this occurrence will lead to 
serious political consequences. 


New Feed for Fattening Sheep.—It ap- 
pears that at Geneva, where the mutton is 
celebrated for its flavour, the horse chesnut 


is used extensively as a food for fattening 


















sheep and imparting a rich flavour to the 
flesh. 
crushed in a machine, and about two pounds 
weight given to each sheep morning and 
evening. 





























The horse-chesnut is thoroughly 
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THIRD MONTH, 16, 1844. 


The subject of judicial homicide, or of the 
abolition of capital punishment, we are glad 
to perceive is becoming more and more an 
object of attention and interest in various parts 
of the Union, and there is reason to apprehend 
that Pennsylvania, who formerly so honour- 
ably to herself, took the lead in penal reform, 
will, unless she bestir herself, ere long be out- 
stripped in the race, and ingloriously left in 
the back ground. We observe that a meeting 
has recently been held on this subject in the 
city of New York, “a large and enthusiastic 
meeting,” the newspaper says, which “ was 
warmly sustained by many of the most intel- 
ligent and influential men” in that community. 
Agreeably to the call of the meeting, a com- 
mittee was appointed to prepare a constitution 
for the permanent organization of a “ Society 
for the collection and diffusion of information 
on the subject of the Punishment of Death.” 
This committee baving reported a constitu- 
tion, and the same being adopted by the meet- 
ing, the proper officers were then appointed 
for the present year. A memorial was also 
prepared and adopted, addressed to the Legis- 
lature of New York, “ for the abolition of the 
gallows,” which was ordered to be printed, 
and extensively circulated. This memorial 
we have seen—it is written with spirit and 


force, and, in.2.condeptnd S88 RRE SEE in 
view, in a mode calculatéd to arrest attention 
and produce conviction. 


LEED 


Diep, in Middletown, Delaware county, Pa., on 
Fourth-day, the 7th of Second mo., Levis NEWLIN, son 
of Nicholas Newlin, aged about twenty-eight years. 
He was taken ill in the summer of 1840, and from that 
time his health continued in a very precarious state. 
For a number of months, previous to his decease, he was 
confined to his room, and for the greater part of the 
time to his bed. A few weeks before his departure, he 
passed through a state of deep spiritual desertion, in 
reference to which he afterwards said,“ For the Jast 
four or five weeks, I have not been able to bring my 
mind into any degree of stillness. Many times within 
the last few months, I have been scarcely uble to dis- 
cover the least glimmering of hope, sometimes just 
ready to despair; and even, at one time, almost ready 
to doubt the mercy of Him that died for me. Now I 
know that my Redeemer liveth; and I know that be- 
cause he lives, I shall live also.” And at another time, 
“ Now I feel that my sins are all blotted out, and that 
a mansion is prepared for me in my Father's house. 
Oh, that none may be depending upon their own right. 
eousness. I have nothing of my own to depend upon.” 
After this he was several times engaged in vocal sup- 
plication for himself and his’ relations, and for the 
church, and mankind in general. At one time he 
spoke thus: “Oh, thou most Holy, Omnipotent, and 
Omnipresent One, be pleased to look down upon and 
preserve thy church and people. Oh! regard with an 
eye of tender mercy, those few whose knees are read 
to smite together ; strengthen the faithful burden bear- 
ers, those whose souls are bowed down under a sense of 
the wickedness that abounds in the world. Oh, keep 





| these in the hollow of thy Holy hand; preserve them 


on the right hand, and on the left. Be pleased to visit 
and awaken some of those, who are scttled down in a 
state of lokewarmness and indifference, to a sense of 
their imminent danger.” After a short pause, he pro- 
ceeded thus, “ Oh, thou high and lofty One, who inhab- 
itest eternity, look down with an eye of merey upon the 
children of men; strengthen them to forsake their ways 
of iniquity ; draw them by thy secret influences out of 
the paths of wickedness; and guide them in the strait 
and narrow way which alone leads to thy heavenly 
kingdom. And, Oh, ‘Thou God of mercy, regard in @ 
peculiar manner those few, wherever seaitered, who are 
going mourning on their way, who feel that they have 
none to cry unto but unto thee; stretch out thy mighty 
arm to deliver them. Oh, protect these with the wing 
of thy everlasting love. Grant that they may be en- 
abled to lift up their heads in hope, and to leok with an 
eye of faith towards thy Holy mountain. And, Ob, 

oly Father, be pleased, for thy dear Son’s sake, and 
for the sake of their soul’s everlasting peace, to moke 
them partakers in that redemption which a Saviour’s 
blood hath purchased, even His, whe died without the 
gates of Jerusalem. Unto ‘Thee be all honour, and pow- 
er ascribed, for Thou, with the dear Son of thy love, 
art worthy, now and forever. Amen, amen.” About 
noon of the same day, he observed, “ If it should please 
the Lord to raise me up again, to make me an instre- 
ment in His hand, I am willing; or if He should see 
mect to take me to Himself, let His blessed will be 
done.” After lying still some time, he said, “ I want 
you all to rejoice with me, that an evidence has been 
granted, that 1 am accepted, and an assurance given 
that my sins are all blotted out for Christ's sake. My 
heart is full of thanksgiving and praise unto God, who 
with His dear Son, is worthy of all honour and renown, 
now, henceforth, and forever, even throughout the end- 
less ages of eternity.” Afler this he lingered for about 
twelve days, mostly in a quiet, composed state of mind, 
and with but little bodily suffering. And, we humbly 
trust, that through the mercy ef that Saviour, whose 
cause had long been precious to him, he was removed 
from the militant church, to join the church triumphant 
in heaven, 


——, at Mendon, Mass., on the 2Ist of Second mo., 
Josian Suove, aged eighty-seven years. In contem- 
plating the life and character of this our beloved friend, 
we are reminded of the Scripture injunction, “ Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
thn assum io nmol? Having enhmittiad ia tha eontriting 
and restraining influences of the Holy Spirit, he became 
firmly established in the principles of Truth, as held by 
Friends, and was, for a long eourse of years, a yery 
useful member and elder amongst us,—being favoured 
to maintain his integrity through the many trials and 
changes incident to this life, and was, we thankfolly 
believe, prepared to enter into rest. His love and de- 
votion was strikingly manifested by a long, constant, 
and prompt attendance upon our various meetings for 
worship and discipline, and by a cheerful readincss to 
give his time and services for the benefit of Society, and 
the promution of the cause of Truth. He expressed 
satisfaction in having been able often to aceompany 
Friends, who travelled in the capacity of ministers, and 
was an efficient helper to many who have cause to re- 
member him as a father in the church. 





, at her residence in Martinville, Belmont co., 
Ohio, on the 9th ultimo, Exizasetn Woop, in the sixty- 
second year of her age. She was a member of Smith- 
field Monthly Meeting, and had for many years accept. 
ably filled the station of an elder, She was of an 
unobtrusive character, yet given to hospitality, and ever 
ready, aceurding to her means, to relicve the necesyi- 
ties, or promote the comfort of those around her, with- 
out regard to the distinctions of sect or colour—and 
amid the varied trials, which have recently been brought 
upon our Society in this part of the heritage, she main- 
tained with constancy her attachment to the deotrines 
and prineiples of Friends. Meekness and patience were 
beautifully exemplificd in the uncomplaining sul mission 
with which she bore the sufferings of a long-protracted 
illness—expressing her belief that when this scene of 
trial was passed, she would be gathered into the fold of 


y | rest. She retained her mental facultics to the last ; and 


her close was so quiet and peaceful, that those around 
her were not sensible of the exaet time when her puri- 
fied spirit left its frail and wasted tenement. 
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For “ The Friend.” 
SUPERSTITION. 


The disposition to amalgamate the super- 
stitions of the pagan world with the outside of 
Christianity, through the falsely-called liber- 
ality of persons pretending to be the abettors 
of truth, but who are in reality the worst 
enemies that Christianity ever had to contend 
with, together with the desire of the heathen 
themselves to uphold their old customs—-those 
who like too many of the present day, exerted 
all their influence in endeavouring to unite 
principles that must ever remain separated— 
this propensity for mingling truth with error, 
in the early ages of the church, was the means 
of introducing a great variety of dogmas, in 
every respect contrary to the simplicity which 
becometh the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and among these, the adoption of bells was 
not omitted. Hence appears to have arisen 
the use of them in so-called churches, now so 
universal. Long before the reformation in 
England, the clergy had found means to de- 
lude the minds of themselves and their people 
with the most superstitious opinions respecting 
them ; and as if they felt anxious that their 
follies should be carried to future ages, they 
thought proper to inscribe the bells they erec- 
ted with those opinions: of these a few spe- 
cimens will illustrate the subject. One set 
of bells in a parish church ia Cambridgeshire 
was thus inscribed: Praise the true God. 
Call the people. Assemble the clergy. La- 
ment the dead. Drive away infection. Grace 
the festival. Another, Bemoan the dead. 
Abate the lightening. Announce the sabbath. 
Arouse the ae Disperse - — 

pease the revengeful. Another, I am call- 
ed the sweet-toned ih of the angel Gabriel. 

These specimens show the influences at- 
tributed to bells; and it is almost incredible, 
so much had the notion of the sanctity of bells 
preypiled, that the ordinance of baptism was 
applied to their consecration, by washing them 
inside and out, with water set apart, in the 


name of the hgly trinity ; the bishop adding 
holy oil, crop and exorcisms, the then 
usual forms of baptism; and withal appoint- 
ing godfathers and godmothers, who as they 
held the ropes, gave them their names, and 
engaged to answer on their behalf the ques- 
tions, as the bishop might ask the said bells; 
and beside all this, the bishop whilst he anoint- 
ed the bells, “ prayed God to jgive his Holy 
Spirit to them, that they might become sanc- 
tified for the expelling of all the power, snares 
and illusions of the devil—for the souls of 
the dead—and especially for the chasing 
away of storms, thunder, and tempests.” 
[Quere, have the new bells latterly put up in 
the episcopal steeple-house in Pine street, 
undergone the ceremony of consecration, to 
inspire them with these wonder-working pow- 
ers? We should suppose their frequent noise is 
more likely to drive away peace and rest 
from the sick aad afflicted, than to alarm 
Satan in his perambulations. } 

In further proof of what is here advanced 
regarding the superstitious ideas attached to 
bells, take the following, copied from two in 
Christ church, Hampshire, Eogland. May 
















































the virtue of the bell make us live well. As 
thy name is Touzeyns (ull saints) may it be to 
us as a token of good. 
A 
that while this bell is ringing, the holy Lamb 
may speedily clear away all evil. 
ago than the year 1819, one of our country- 
men travelling through Italy, observed it cus- 
tomary to jingle the bell whenever there was 
a thunder storm ; and upon inquiring of a peas- 
ant, on one occasion, the meaning of such dis- 
turbance, he was answered, “ that it was done 
to drive away the devil.” How dreadful must 
be the situation of those who in matters of 
comparatively small importance, teach such 
opinions—those who ought to watch over the 
church of God for good, and not for evil. 
Let us take them as examples, to avoid their 
practices which are calculated to enslave the 
mind in ignorance and idolatry, and to call 
down the vengeance of heaven on those who 
follow their wicked devices.—(Henderson’s 
Buck.) 


tion in a city where town clocks are heard in 
various sections, and where time-pieces can 
be purchased at little cost, is perfectly need- 
less. Were any proof of this wanting, it is 
found in the fact, that very few societies use 
them at all; and those who do, do it to the 
great annoyance of other congregations who 
convene at an earlier hour. 
like ringing a bell to collect school-children 
from their diversions, or the clatter at an auc- 
tion store, to invite passengers to stop in and 
purchase the wares for sale. 
every earthly purpose meet without the hour 
being announced in this manner, and is it not 
disrespectful to the Divine Being, and degra- 
ding to man, that he requires a bell to remind 
him of the duty of worship to his gracious 
and Almighty Creator, while his worldly con- 
cerns are pursued with a system and prompt- 
ness that needs nothing but his interest to 
excite. 



















The other, O great 
ugustine / be kindly present, I pray thee, 


No longer 


The use of bells for convening a congrega- 


t seems much 


Assemblies for 


It would doubtless be found that 
those religious societies who dispense with 


this disagreeable and disturbing sound, are 
quite as punctual to the hour, and as regular 
in going to their religious meetings, as those 
who suffer themselves to be tolled in by a bell. 


For what purpose are the catholic and episco- 
pal bells rung every morning at a particular 
hour? Are priests afraid they will be forgot- 
ten, and lose their influence over the igno- 
rant, or the people lose their religion unless 
reminded of it by a bell? ‘This mechanical 
religion that is moved and kept in existence 
by machinery, can have very little useful effect 
upon the heart, or very little firm hold of it. 
The bells and the organs can perform no part 
of the worship of Almighty God, who is a 
Spirit, who is not worshipped by men’s hands, 
but by sanctified hearts, in spirit and in truth. 
Every practice which belongs to the dark ages 
of monkish ignorance and rule, and tends to 
create a blind and superstitious veneration 
for any thing, is directly at variance with the 
light and liberty of the children of God, and 
ought to be discontinued, as a part of the sys- 
tem of priestcraft, and idolatry. 





Memorial of the Monthly Meeting of New 


York, concerning Samvuet Paxsons. 
(Concluded from page 191.) 


He was qualified early to detect those un- 


sound doctrines which had been extensively 
promulgated in our Society. 
so strikingly at variance with those held by 
our worthy predecessors in the truth,—our 
beloved friend found it his place to oppose, 
boldly maintaining the principles of our holy 
profession, and standing as in the gap, when 
disorder and misrule seemed likely to lay 
waste our solemn assemblies. 
of the Yearly Meeting at the time of the sepa- 
ration in 1828, and the firmness and compo- 
sure manifested by him on that trying occa- 
sion, tended greatly to strengthen the feeble, 
and confirm the wavering. 


These views, 


He was clerk 


In pleading the cause of the oppressed peo- 


ple of colour, or of the aborigines of our coun- 
try, as well as on subjects relative to the sup- 


rt of our Chistian testimonies, he frequently 


attended the State and National Leyislatures, 
where the Christian virtues exemplified in his 
character, his modest and unassuming deport- 
ment, and the energies of a sound and well 
regulated mind, endeared him to many not of 
our name. 


His intimate knowledge of the discipline 


and history of our Society, aided in qualifying 
him for the important stations to which he 
was successively appointed in the church. He 
filled the station of clerk or assistant clerk to 
the Yearly Meeting for upwards of thirty 
years; and from the thirty-third year of 
his age, he was an active and useful mem- 
ber of the Meeting for Sufferings, and for 


many years served it very acceptably as clerk. 

A remarkable trait in his character was 
forbearance and meekness under provocation, 
exemplifying in his conduct the excellence of 
that precept, “If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him ; if he thirst, give him drink.” The prac- 
tical effects of his principles were strikingly 
evinced in acts of kindness to his fellow-men, 
without respect to colour or profession. Pos- 
sessing a comprehensive mind, he was quali- 
fied to administer counsel, and was often 
referred to as the friend of “ the widow and 
fatherless in their affliction.” Emphatically 
a peace-maker, he was frequently employed 
in the settlement of differences, where his 
sound discrimination and the sweetness of his 
disposition, enabled him to overcome difficul- 
ties apparently insuperable. He also spent 
much time in visiting the sick, to whom his 
sympathy and religious services were particu- 
larly consoling and edifying, tending to 
strengthen the faith, and revive the hopes of 
the faint-hearted ; and in his benevolence was 
ever ready to promote acts of public and pri- 
vate charity, in which he spent much of his 
outward substance. We believe that few soli- 
citing aid, ever went empty from his door. 

In the daily perusal of the Scriptures, we 
have reason to believe he found strength and 
encouragement from early life. When placed 
at the head of a family, it was his practice 
frequently to collect his children, and those in 
his employ, for the purpose of religious read- 
ing, and to wait upon Him in whom are all our 
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well-springs. During these seasons of retire- jand after a solemn opportunity, was interred 
ment, his spirit was often bowed in supplica- | from his own dwelling, the 23d of the same, 
tion to the Throne of Mercy, and the wing of|in the family burial-ground, by the remains of 
Ancient Goodness was spread over them. his beloved wife. His funeral was attended 

About three years before his decease, he | by a numerous concourse of people, of vari- 
met with a sore bereavement in the removal ous classes and names in religion, who 
by death of his beloved wife. She was early |were desirous to unite with his family and 
and strongly attached to onr religious doc-| friends in paying the last sad tribute of re- 
trines and testimonies, and successively filled | spect to one whom they had loved in life, and 
the stations of overseer and elder in the| mourned in death. 
church. In the hope that the influence of a 
warmer climate would restore her declining 
health, she was removed to the West Indies, 
where she departed this life. In allusion to 
which he writes :— 

** About six o’clock, 16th of the First month, 
she began to breathe shorter and shorter, and 
thus continued until seven o’clock, when a 
slight muscular motion passed over her face 
—the seal was set, she ceased to breathe, and 
we were left to mourn by her side, our sore 
bereavement, tempered with the submission 
to the Divine will which she had inculcated 
upon us—in the full faith that her purified spi- 
rit has entered into the mansions of eternal 
peace and joy.” 

“ First month, 17th,—I bowed in prayer 
before the Lord, renewedly offering up myself 
in dedication to his service, now that this 
strong tie to earth, had in His inscrutable 
wisdom, been broken; desiring to be weaned 
from the world, redeemed from its spirit, to 
consider it no longer my abiding-place, but to 
devote all the little time that remains to the 
service of the Lord.” 

From this period his mind seemed to be 
gradually loosening from the ties which 
bound him to earth; yet being deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of his family, he strove 
for their sakes, to bear up under the afflictive 
dispensation. 

In the spring of 1841, he was attacked by 
erysipelas, which affected his head, and in- 
duced considerable depression of spirits. On 
one occasion, when appearing to be much dis- 
tressed, the 14th and 17th chapters of John 
were read to him, and gradually an expres- 
sion of sweet peace was spread over his coun- 
tenance. At another time, when his children 
had been reading to him in the Scriptures, 
which were almost his only reading during 
his illness, he said, whatever of sorrow might 
yet be in store, it was a comfort to him to 
know that his children loved the Scriptures. 

He had many seasons of spiritual enjoy- 
ment; and we are rejoiced in believing that 
he was often favoured with access to the 
Throne of Grace, being frequent in humble, 
fervent prayer for himself and his family, also 
for the church, and its ministry especially ; 
and we doubt not he was at seasons enabled 
to adopt the language, “ Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy 
rod and thy staff, they comfort me.” His 
confidence in the promises of the Gospel, 
manifested during his last illness, when his 
mind was not affected by disease, was as the 





ing on its surface towards the “ dead sea” of 
popery, the light and chafly materials which 
make up the great bulk of professing chris- 
tendom. ‘To prevent our Society, or any part 
of it, from falling into, and being carried away 
by this backward current, it behooves every 
true Friend to redouble his diligence in sup- 
port of those ancient doctrines and testimo- 
nies committed to us asa people : and having 
thus fulfilled our part, transmit them unim- 
paired to our children as a precious inheri- 
tance. Should this happily be the case, I can 
but believe that the day is not far distant, 
when multitudes of the honest-hearted up and 
down in the world, wearied with the obser- 
vance of lifeless forms, and hungering for the 
bread of life, will come flocking to the stand- 
ard, as “doves to the windows ;” and our 
“Zion become an eternal excellency—the 
joy of many generations.” 

Intimately connected with the upholding of 
our doctrines and testimonies is the maintenance 
of our Christian discipline. So close is this con- 
nection, that to maintain the one, in the spirit 
and power of godliness, is but to maintain the 
other. And on the contrary, to invalidate or 
impair the one, can but tend to weaken and 
destroy the other. Hence, in view of the pre- 
sent aspect of things amongst us, the subject 
of the right administration of the discipline 
becomes one of deep interest, and of vital im- 
portance. Set up and established in the au- 
thority of Truth, our discipline has tended in 
no small degree to promote the cause thereof. 
It has been the means of strengthening the 
bond of union both of faith and practice. And 
when we reflect on the admirable manner in 
which in these, as well as many other respects, 
it has performed its office, and answered the 
object of its -framers, how imperious is the 
obligation resting upon us to endeavour to 
maintain it unimpaired. Then let us suffer no 
considerations of expediency to induce us to 
disregard its plain provisions ; ever bearing in 
mind too, that it will not be safe for any mem- 
bers, however high their standing, or large 
their number, for these or any other reasons, 
to depart from it. But under a sense of our 
obligation to the Head of the Church for its 
support, endeavour to administer it in the spi- 
rit in which it was instituted; which is nothing 
less than the “ Spirit of Truth” —the spirit of 
love and tenderness. If the discipline is 
rightly administered, this spirit will ever be 
predominant in the minds of those who are 
engaged in this important work. The feelings 
and rights of members will be regarded with 
the most scrupulous care. A desire to restore 
will be the prevailing motive in every move- 
ment—the main-spring of every act. Should 
other feelings unhappily prevail, through pre- 
judice or inattention to the monitions of Truth, 
the work will be marred. True judgment will 
be liable to be turned away backward,—the 
feelings of the subject of dealing be wounded ; 
and in this state should judgment go forth 
against him, or her, which ever it may be, 
not only will the individual suffer, but Society 
will suffer also. How important then that 
none should be placed in the attitude of offend- 
ers without just cause, and that no ground for 
complaint of injustice or oppression be given 
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For ** The Friend.” 
THE GOOD OLD WAY. 


I have perused with much satisfaction an 
article in No. 20 of the present volume of 
“The Friend,” in which is portrayed the 
danger of attempting, by scholastic learning, 
to explain the doctrines of our Society, and 
reasoning metaphysically on points, which the 
wisdom of man ever has been, and ever will 
be inadequate to explain or render more clear ; 
believing, with the writer, that such attempts 
tend rather to confuse and darken the mind of 
the honest inquirer after Truth. The article 
also appeared to me to be seasonable in other 
respects; having for some time been ap- 
prehensive, from a close observation of pass- 
ing events, that the spirit of restlessness and 
speculation, which seems to characterize the 
present day, has, to some extent, found its 
way into our once peaceful and confiding en- 
closure. The effect of which is, to diminish 
the regard of many amongst us for the plain 
and simple way in which our worthy prede- 
cessors walked, following their Divine Master 
not only when they could triumphantly say, 
‘¢ Hosanna to the son of David ; blessed is the 
King of Israel that cometh in the name of 
the Lord!” but also continuing with him in 
his temptations, and following him through 
tribulation and suffering, even to “ prison and 
to death.” 

That a disposition to find fault with, or ex- 
plain away, the sound Scriptural doctrines 
fearlessly maintained by those faithful “ sons 
of the morning,” is the offspring of disobe- 
dience, no one of true Christian experience 
can doubt. For the faithful and obedient dis- 
ciple among us is satisfied with the good old 
way in which they walked, and has no dispo- 
sition to range the fields of speculation, where 
the traveller often loses his way, and becomes 
a bewildered wanderer as on the “ barren 
mountains” of an empty profession. 

It appears to me evident, that there is 
among many of the high professors in Chris- 
tendom a retrograde movement—an aversion 
to the narrow path of self-denial and suffering, 
with a disposition to trust in a lifeless, formal 
profession, under the fallacious hope of making 
it do; and getting on towards the “ land of 
rest,” in a broader road than that hitherto 
travelled, and found only safe by the faithful 
of generations past. Thus the important dis- 
tinction between labouring in our own way and 
time, and a willingness and qualification to 
labour in the Lord’s way and time, is lost 
seal of a well-spent life. sight of or rejected—restraint upon the acti- 

He died at the house of his son in New| vity of the creature thrown off—and thus a 
York, whither he had gone for further medi- | mighty current is set in motion, bearing away 
cal advice, the 20th of Eleventh month, 1841 ;| before it the “ ancient land-marks,” and waft- 
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to those disowned, lest the story of their 
wrongs reaching the public ear, reproach 
may rest upon the Society, and the cause of 
Truth be evil spoken of. What injury may 
not thus be done by one unjust disownment ! 
And how important in the transaction of those 
weighty concerns, that the eye be kept single 
to the pointings of Truth. ‘Then will there 
be nothing done to hurt or destroy ; and the 
great Head of the Church, whose the cause is, 
will bless the faithful and arduous labours of 
his servants to their humbling admiration, and 


to the building up of his church militant on 
earth. 





Communicated for ‘‘ The Friend.” 


Coloured Moral Reform Society. 


It may not be known to the readers of 
“ The Friend” generally, that there exists in 
this city an association of respectable coloured 
people for the benevolent purpose of attempt- 
ing a reformation among the vicious and de- 
graded of their own people. This society has 
been in operation something less than a year, 
and in that short period it has, with almost 
every disadvantage to contend with, been the 
means, under Divine Providence, of reforming 
and finding situations for forty apparently lost 
individuals; and of rescuing from intemper- 
ance nearly two hundred ; besides exerting a 
powerful moral influence over a large portion 
of our coloured population. 

The society has rented a small and incon- 
venient house in Bedford street, the best its 
limited means would permit, where meetings 
for Divine worship, lectures, and exhortations 
are held on First-days. ‘To this place the 
abandoned and degraded are affectionately 
invited and persuaded to resort; and here 
they are kindly received, encouraged, and 
instructed in the rudiments of learning. In 
this building, contracted and unsuitable as it 
is, the society has established a kind of refuge 
into which are received such reclaimed fe- 
males as give satisfactory evidence of sincere 
repentance, and where their good resolutions 
are encouraged and strengthened, until they 
become fitted for situations in respectable 
families ; which it is the business of the soci- 
ety to endeavour to procure for them. As will 
be readily conceived, most of these poor out- 
casts are in a very destitute condition, and the 
means of the Association are so limited, de- 
pending wholly on voluntary contributions, as 
to render it unable to afford them the requi- 
site clothing, to make a tolerably decent ap- 
pearance when situations are obtained for 
them. The chief object of the writer of this, 
is to awaken the sympathy of benevolent 
Friends for this humble and truly laudable 
undertaking ; and to solicit from such as may 
have old clothing, shoes, bonnets, &c., too 
much worn for their use, to gather them to- 
gether, atid send them to the Retreat, wherea 
committee of intelligent coloured women are 
in attendance, to repair and fit them for the 
use of these poor repentant prodigals. 

Donations of this kind, or of money, may be 
sent to the care of James M. Chummill, 264 
North Third Street, or to the writer of this 
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article, 184 Arch street, where they will be} Amon x 
thankfully received, and carefully appropria-| Mifflin in the year 1788 and 1789, was an 


ted to the uses intended. 
Philad., Third mo., 1844. 


— 
For “ The Friend.” 


Relics of the Past.—No. 9. 





Among the trials which attended Warner 


apprehension of duty to pay a visit to Friends 
in England, with a view particularly to attend 
the meetings for discipline. His Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings set him at liberty ; 
but a difficulty arose in the spring meeting of 
ministers and elders, 1789, which is thus 
described by Job Scott. ‘“ Dear Warner Mif- 


No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is | flin’s concern for England is doubtless well 


not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere | 


outside imitations of the best actions of the best men, will 
never advance the imitator one step nearer heaven. 


WARNER MIFFLIN. 


(Continued from page 189.) 


founded. But though the Monthly and Quar- 
terly Meetings have approved it, the general 
meeting of ministers and elders think he can- 
not go orderly, till the Yearly Meeting points 
out a way for elders to visit the churches, 


In the First month, 1787, Warner attended | seeing there is no letter of discipline for it. 
the Legislature of Delaware, for many days, | And his concern being especially to build up 


on a bill before them respecting negroes. In 


the fall of the year, he accompanied his dear | 


friend William Jackson on a visit to North 
Carolina. In preparing for this journey, he 
had many deep baptisms to pass through, 
which are in some measure set forth in the 
following extract from one of his letters :-— 


“ Leesburg, in Virginia, 14th of Tenth mo., 1787. 


“ Esteemed Friend :—Being at this place 
with my esteemed Friend William Jackson, 
together with our Friend Eleanor Ballard, 
and companion, on our way to Carolina, | 
remembered thee with affectionate nearness. 
* * * * My strait has been great in 
leaving home on many accounts, insomuch 
that I thought it was a bitter cup, that I 
should have been glad to have been excused 
from. I thought if a small spell of sickness 
had prevented my going, it would have been 
more pleasant; but I was left without suffi- 


cient excuse of this kind; though I have a 
cold, and have had on my journey severe pain 


in my breast; but am better. I believe my 


journey has been undertaken, like leaving all 
to follow Him; which, if I am not mistaken, 
is all I have in view. And if we would mend 
the matter, to whom else can we go? As He 
alone remains to have the words of eternal 
life. I have thought if I was an extraordi- 
nary preacher, it might be worth while to go, 
and have sometimes questioned what I can go 
for? To-day it has fixed in my mind, that if 
He require me to go, and nothing be laid on 
me to do, it will not be without its reward.” 

Warner’s visit was not without its field of 
labour for the exercise of his talents. Sarah 
Harrison who attended North Carolina Yearly 


Meeting that year, says, in her journal :— 


*“ After the Yearly Meeting, we attended 
New Garden Monthly Meeting, also had 
meetings at Deep river, Springfield, Marlbo- 
rough, Providence, and to the Quarterly 
Meeting at Cane creek. Here we met with 
William Jackson and Warner Mifflin, Charity 
Cook, and Rebecca Fincher. ‘The subject of 
holding mankind as slaves came weightily 
before this meeting, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to visit all such as have slaves; and 
if they continue to disregard the wholesome 
advice of the body, Monthly Meetings were 
directed to disunite them. Warner Mifflin 
went to attend the assembly of North Caro- 
lina, with a well-written petition from the 


Yearly Meeting.” 









Israel in the line of order, Friends think he 
must go orderly. He is very submissive, and 
his concern feelingly weighty.” 

Warner writes, Fourth mo., 11th, 1789 :— 
“My mind feels quite calm and composed 
respecting England. I have no point to car- 
ry; and think I have been right in opening 
the matter before my friends ; and believe that 
it is my duty patiently to abide their determi- 
nation. Since it is before them, it is some- 
what taken off of me. * * * * IT am 
clear of censure or hard thoughts, and feel I 
love the brethren.” 

Warner attended the Yearly Meeting in the 
Ninth month, 1789, and was appointed on a 
committee to draw up an address to Congress 
on the subject of slavery and the African slave 
trade. ‘The committee prepared a strong 
document, which was approved by the Yearly 
meeting ; and Warner, with a number of other 
Friends, were desired to present it to Con- 
gress. In the Second month, 1790, although 
he was suffering under severe indisposition of 
body, he, with ten other. members of the com- 
mittee, and John Parrish as a volunteer, went 
to New York, where Congress was then sit- 
ting. The meeting for sufferings of New 
York having drawn up a short address on the 
subject of slavery, both addresses were pre- 
sented at the same time, and being read, the 
House of Representatives appointed a commit- 
tee to consider them. The Friends from Phi- 
ladelphia, being invited, attended the sittings 
of that committee, and had full liberty to lay 
before it their sentiments. They also visited 
the members of the Senate and House gene- 
rally. 

Some of the delegates were opposed to their 
wishes, but a majority seemed favourably dis- 
posed, and the subject by the report of the 
committee was spread on the minutes of 
Congress. Warner and his colleagues re- 
turned, satisfied that some good had been 
effected. 

Warner now prepared a short essay on 
slavery, which he wished distributed amongst 
the members of Congress. He took it with 
him to Philadelphia in the Fifth month, 1790, 
and it appears to have been approved of by 
the members of the Meeting for Sufferings, 
and was transmitted to two Friends in New 
York for their care, in placing it in the hands 
of those for whom it was intended, This 
essay I have been unable to obtain a copy of. 
Before leaving the city of Philadelphia, on 
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the 3d of Sixth month, Warner thus wrote to| wisdom that cometh from above, which, as an 
a Friend, to whom he had committed his| apostle of Christ defines, is first pure, then 
essay :— peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, 
“ Dear Friend :—I have thought I should | full of mercy, and good fruits. Jam. iii. 17. 
like that Madison was noticed amongst those “Having inspected, and considered the 
to whose care that little piece of mine is sent ; draught of a constitution of government, pub- 
also John Page from Virginia. I have lished by your order for the consideration of 
thought whether being particularly named, |the people, we apprehend there are two essen- 
would not animate them the more to put for- | tial subjects that claim your further most seri- 
ward the business. George Thatcher, of Mas-|ous attention; one of which appears to be 
sachusetts, is also a particular friend of mine, | acknowledged as such by the declaration con- 
and friendly to this business. I expect you |tained in article the first, and section first, 
will keep a copy, and think it would be well |‘ That no power shall or ought to be vested in, 
to know that it has been received in New| or assumed by any magistrates, that shall in 
York speedily. Richard Bland Lee, of Vir-|any case interfere with, or in any manner 
ginia, will give attention thereto ;—he is a|control the rights of conscience.’ But in sec- 
young man, as is Sena from Maryland, and |tion the second, of the eighth article, it is 
friendly. Governor Trumbull from Connee- | directed, ‘ that provision respecting the mili- 
ticut is in this city; I wish he could be seen | tia shall be made by law, conformably to the 
by some of you. I met him last evening at|constitution of the United States ;’ which 
Benjamin Chew’s. He is very friendly now, | seems to invalidate and clash with your own 
as he was in New York.” judgment of the solemn obligations of con- 
On the 15th of Sixth month he writes from | science, leaving the Legislature at their dis- 
his own residence . ° , * | cretion to fine and oppress those who, from a 
“I am much burdened, for the poor blacks|conviction of religious duty, are conscien- 
are running to me in droves from Maryland, |tiously restrained from being active in war- 
men, women and children, to get out of the|like measures, and the use of military 
way of being sold into Georgia and the Caro- | weapons ; and thus, true liberty of conscience 
linas. I wish the late Yearly Meeting of| is liable to be violated, and persecution to fol- 
Maryland may have prepared something for|low. We therefore submit to your consider- 
their next assembly. I desired to be at that|ation whether clear and explicit provision 
meeting, but it seemed out of my power.” | should not be made, leaving all persons really 
«The continued traffic in the poor blacks is|scrupulous of bearing arms, to the free ex- 
grievous, as I have frequent opportunities of | ercise of their conscientious persuasion with- 
knowing, for thinking | can do something for | out any restraint, or penalty on that account. 
them they fly to me. There are advocates| The direction of conscience being solely the 
for them raising in different parts of Mary-| prerogative of the Almighty, whois the Source 
land, and I have lately received a very com-|of Power, it is evidently repugnant to his 
fortable letter from a church clergyman in|sovereignty for any human government to fine 
the lower part of that state.” ‘‘ Yesterday |or punish men, who, in compliance with the 
afternoon, r suppose, wes interred the re-|injunction of that Supreme Legislator, de- 
mains of our valuable Friend John Cowgill, | cline, or refuse to submit to such requisitions. 
the most substantial pillar in our Quarterly |On which just principles we conclude the Le- 
Meeting, I believe.” gislature of Virginia, the Massachusetts, and, 
Early in 1792 a convention was held in the | as we are informed, some others of the States, 
State of Delaware to revise its constitution. | have forborne the attempt to control the dic- 
A plan of a new one being prepared, the con- | tates of conscience, and left the religiously 
vention directed it to be printed, and then|scrupulous without being subjected to any 
adjourned to the 29th of Fifth month, in order | penalty in respect to military matters. 
that their constituents might know what they| “ Secondly.—The abject afflicted condition 
proposed doing before it was too late. The of great numbers of the human kind in the 
Meeting for Sufferings in Philadelphia, deemed State of Delaware, (as in other parts,) appear 
that the cause of ‘Truth and Righteousness |to require not only the commiseration of indi- 
demanded, that they should protest against | viduals, but the interference of public au- 





the adoption of parts of the proposed plan, | thority to promote and provide for their relief 


and drew up the following, which Warner |from the hardship and cruelties which they 
Mifflin, with some others, took down to Do-|suffer. The iniquity with the moral and po- 
ver, and presented to the convention on its) litical evils resulting from slavery in this 
re-assembling :-— enlightened age, are become more and more 


“To the Convention of the Sidaniars Ghake obvious and condemned, and the eyes of dis- 


held.at Dover. the people of the American States, in respect 

“The Memorial and Address of the Religious Society | to the progress of religious and civil liberty, 
called Quakere. which we are persuaded ought to be impar- 

“ The weight and importance of the bnsi-| tially extended to persons of all descriptions. 
ness on which you are appointed, and author-|The validity of this sentiment is fully 
ized to deliberate, and your responsibility to| acknowledged by the early declarations of 
the Most High, by whom kings reign and| Congress, and other public bodies ; ‘ that all 
princes decree justice, as also to your consti-| men were created equal, and are endowed by 
tuents, are considerations sufficient to impress | their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
your minds with a sense of the necessity of among which are life, liberty,’ &c. ; and the 
waiting for, and seeking to be indued with the| constitution you have proposed speaks the 















tant nations are turned to view the conduct of 





like language. We therefore hope, that so 
favourable an opportunity as now offers will 
not be suffered to escape without proper pro- 
vision for redress of the grievances under 
which the oppressed blacks labour in this 
state, as also to prevent the increase thereof 
by a prohibition of the iniquitous traffic to 
Africa for slaves, and the trading in their per- 
sons at home. Thus will be given to the 
world a laudable proof on your part, that the 
declarations which have been extensively 
circulated in favour of civil liberty, and the 
natural rights of men, are not a mere empty 
sound of expressions, calculated for partial 
temporary purposes only. 

“« Wherefore, with due respect to you, and 
a sincere concern for the reputation, prosperi- 
ty, and happiness of ‘the Delaware State, we 
earnestly solicit, that in your revision of the 
proposed constitution, such alterations and 
improvements may be made as shall demon- 
strate your intention to guard the rights of 
conscience, and establish the civil rights of 
men, extending to others that share of liberty 
which you wish to preserve for yourselves, 
thereby fulfilling the gospel precept, and ad- 
verting to the solemn expostulation of the 
Almighty, through one of his prophets which 
a in full force and obligation at this 

ay :— 

“Ts not this the fast that I have chosen, 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke?’ Isa. 
Iviii. 6. 

** With desires that true wisdom may direct 


your councils—we are your real friends.” 





Norr.—In regard to the question of H. C. W., the 
author of the fragments concerning W. Mifflin, would 
reply, that he understands the words “ said states” to 
refer to the new states to be formed out of the territory, 
for which the committee was raised to propose a form 
of government. The influence which the vote upon the 
question had, was in its preventing the introduction of 
that more direct action against slavery, and the slave- 
trade, which was urged on Congress by the Society of 
Friends, 


The Pope.—A leading Catholic paper in 
Dublin, contains a letter from a correspondent 
in Italy, who thus bemoans the condition of 
the Pope’s affairs :— The condition of the 
Pope’s finances is very bad, and the country 
in a wretched state; but that, notwithstand- 
ing, he is obliged to levy further imposts upon 
the people, for the purpose of increasing the 
army. The direct taxes have been doubled 
throughout the States, and the custom’s duties 
have been greatly increased.” What a con- 
trast with the palmy days when kings were 
waiting bareheaded for the Pope’s blessing, 
oo every throne in Europe trembled at his 
nod. 


“If people see clearly what is true, they 
will at once discern what is false.” 
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